30                  SANITY IN SEX
report to Surgeon General Rupert Blue from the Medical Officer of the United States Public Health Service in charge of the Extra-Cantonment Zone, Des Moines, Iowa, in which he states: "During the month of December, 1918, four habeas corpus cases were tried in the local courts which were decided in our favour. These cases, with several previously won by the city, have established the fact that persons suffering with venereal diseases can be restrained so long as they are in the infectious stage. There is another case pending in the Supreme Court which will decide whether the health officer has the right to examine a person suspected of having venereal disease/'
The object is to sweep aside the conspiracy of silence which has permitted venereal diseases to infect such an alarming percentage of the population. It is not, however, the purpose or any part of the plan of the movement to make public or in any way expose the names of the victims which are reported in the regular way. The only fear of exposure which need be felt is by those who fail to comply with the requirements that they persist in treatment until they